
Meeting Minutes for PS 682 PTO 
                               MAY 9, 2012 6:30 PM         LIBRARY  
 

Meeting Called By PTO Board Members 

Type Of Meeting General PTO Meeting 

Name of Meeting 
Facilitator 

President Robert Yee, Treasurer Ada Lam 

Timekeeper Minutes Chairperson Vickie Tarallo  

List Of Attendees 
Robert Yee, Ada Lam, Vickie Tarallo, Ellen Lotz, Nicole Devivo, 
Ms.Rogalle, Alice Boyle SLT 

 

Topics:  
   

Summary Of 
Discussion 

Meeting was opened by Robert Yee, President. 
 

1. Robert opened meeting at 6:50, minutes from May meeting will be on PTO website if 
anyone would like to read them. 
 
2. Ada went over Treasurer report said this month we had money come in from 
Amazon and Box tops.  
 
3. Robert Yee, President said hope to reach 30,000 by the end of the year. 
 
4. Robert spoke about PTO Nominations, no one stepped up for any positions and how 
parents should want to step up and take on a role in the school. School needs a PTO 
for next year. Nomination letters will go out again to give parents another chance to 
step up. It’s unfair it’s always the same people stepping up to help. More parents have 
to participate. 
 
5. Ms. Lotz said parents need to step up. 
 
6. Robert asked parents to spread the word, parents on the board now all have full 
time jobs and they have managed. Parents should give it a try. 
 
7. Alice spoke about one parent coming in and trying an E Pro-Digitally recording of 
the children’s classes so parents can see what the children did in class that day. 30 
notebooks need to get outlined, need to see cost how to get it established and they 
would be on the website, if accomplished. 
 
8. Grant committee is working on grants, 3 to target are a Community Quilt, Books for 
Bear Night, and Golden Apple awards. 
 
9. Talked about trying to get a Free after school, parents were very interested for this 
program. Robert and Alice spoke about The Italian Federation after school program; we 
would have to guarantee 100 students to attend. Talked about how many students now 
attending Wingspan not a lot for the amount of students we have in our school. Ms. 
Lotz said we should have 300 total students for next year. Some said Wingspan is just 
too expensive. Federation would like us to use our teachers and TA’s, or they can 
provide them, we could write the curriculum, parents were suggesting music, 



language, and sports. Parents voted to have a free after school. Still needs to be 
worked on and to see if we will have enough students and staff for this kind of 
program. 
 
10. Robert brought up the issues of school uniforms. Annmarie has been working on 
them. Ideals uniforms, they are working on quality and logo for shirts. Making sure the 
peel of the logo won’t come off; if it does they will replace it. The difference on the 
shirt if the PTO makes a small profit will be a tax write off. Example if the shirt costs 
the PTO $10.00 and sold it for $12.00 the $2.00 would be a tax write off. Parents said 
they did not like ideals quality of the shirts, Nicole and Robert said Ideals has more 
than one quality and parents could have a choice of which one they wanted.  They will 
have gym uniforms and sweaters. The t-shirts with the logo are not mandated; parents 
can still go out and purchase school uniforms elsewhere if they choose.  
 
11. Another issue talked about: School supplies Nicole Devivo, Annmarie and Robert 
are working on having a package of all school supplies the children would need for the 
next year and parents could purchase them. The school supplies would be delivered to 
school with the child’s name on the box. A paper will come home about it; you may be 
able to go on the website and order.  They are working on getting the best price from 
some companies. Staples seem to be the cheapest. This would be an option of 
convenience, or you can go out and buy supplies on your own. Parents’ choice.  Nicole 
Devivo said the school could order the copy paper separately and parents can all pay a 
small paper fee.  Parents liked children would all have the same supplies. Parents did 
not like the fact school share all the supplies and their children got someone else’s 
supplies, which were not like the ones they sent in.  One parent asked about color 
paper, Robert said whatever the school needed would be included. Robert said flyer 
will be coming home to order. 
 
12. Reminder of events coming up, Plant sale, May 11th teachers and staff appreciation 
week. Parents said why didn’t they know, next year it will be put on the PTO website. 
PTO gives staff and teachers a luncheon as a token of appreciation. May 19, Susan Yee 
head of the My park Day at Seth Low park, will have clean up and stenciling Ms. 
Rogalle volunteered and Ms. Diana is keeping track of who is participating. June 14, 
room 228 Gently used book sale. June 22 Kindergarten moving up ceremony. Robert 
asked staff if they wanted to purchase Kindergarten shirts to please let him know. June 
29, Cyclone Celebration please send in money by the end of the month.  
 
13. End of the year President wanted to give summer gift to kids. Last year gave a 
book. Ms. Lotz said they were working on a workbook, school not in favor of workbooks 
because it would not be like their curriculum but, they were looking into it. Would cost 
around 5000.  21 Parents voted to approve the 5000. Then the discussion started on 
too much work, some suggested on just a book, summer packet, journals let the 
children write a little each day. Robert said they will figure out what will be the best 
and then decide what to do.  
 
14. Discussion opened up on the Ice pops being sold at recess on Fridays.  One parent 
said second grade had to wait for kids to finish pops before they could go outside. Staff 
said it was in the time frame of lunch and they were in the process of making it better. 
That they would give the ice pops outside during recess. Staff said they made sure 
every child ate lunch before they gave ice pops. It’s optional. if parents don’t want 
their child to have it, they don’t have to purchase them. Parent was concerned about 
the quality of the ice pops.  Nicole Devivo said its organic fruit juice and DOE 
approved. Some were saying why can’t there be an option of chips, or fruit they were 
concerned about the sugar.  Fruit is part of lunch and no matter what is given there 
will always be an issue of concern. Staff thought it is getting hotter and it would be a 
nice treat and the money would go for poster boards that school needed.  Robert said 



it’s just a treat; it’s just an ice pop time to go on.  It’s optional.  
 
15. Robert asked for votes to spend $450 on Luncheon for Teacher & Staff appreciation 
week. Parents voted yes.  
 
16. Ms. Lotz said we have had 6 half days this year and they need to have a vote for 
next year. They use the time to prepare lessons for the Dept. of Ed. and Enrichment 
clusters. We need your vote to apply for the 6x a year. Everyone voted yes and she 
thanked all for the vote  

17. Parents talked about Wingspan, charging $45.00 extra and they have to take them out 
of the building and spending all that time in the park. It’s too many children to watch. 
They don’t understand why children can’t stay in the building. Staff said they are not 
allowed in the building but, they come to front of the school to dismiss.  It’s something to 
discuss for next year, staff will look into it.  

18. Ms. Rogalle talked about school next September. None of our programs will change 
next year. They will be having 4th grade. Text books will change, Language arts will be 
hard cover.  LA will be changed to meet the new standards. Some of the books are heavy 
so, they may tear out the sheet they need for homework and just send that home. Math in 
Focus- professional development. Lucy West established Metamorphosis, Teachers 
College- Units with new standards. For the testing grades-units that supports reading and 
writing. They will build the children’s stamina for testing. Children will be assessed in 
reading and a list of levels will go home, with a summer packet in June. Children should 
read just for the love of reading, let them read for fun.   

19. Children who passed the Gifted and Talented tests or that are level 4’s in subjects; 
SLT is talking about these children to do more for them academically.  Ms. Lotz talked 
about summer reading challenges at the library, Scholastic and Barnes and Noble. If you 
read x-amount of books get a free book or certificate depending on which one you choose. 
State and Links to the family guide are on the school website.  

20. Parents asked if there would be a foreign language in 3rd grade. Staff said it is not a 
State Standard and they will not be having one. They had Spanish in an Enrichment 
Cluster.  Orchestra with Violin will be given in 3rd and 4th for who wants to participate. 
Recorder will be given in 3rd and 4th. Parents wanted more creative things for enrichment 
clusters, parents can participate and share what they know how to do.  

21. SS- hardcore and trade books in 2nd grade they teach  NY City, 3rd grade they teach 
community, 4th grade NYS, in 4th grade they will continue to learn around the world travel 
college. May 30th Reach the World parent workshop to show us what the children do.  

22. Test results this year for the ELA and Math, school will know who passed or failed by 
June, but actual results will be in sometime in August. Parents can access results on the 
Aris link. 4th grade will have a Science State Test, 2 parts 1 written bubble and 2nd part 
lab station. In 4th grade children will have 2 periods of Science.  

23. There will be an after school test prep like this year for 3rd  and 4th grade, 3 groups will 
practice 3x’s a week 3:15 to 4:45, Once they have the data they will make it more 
productive.  If children need to go to summer school, it will not be in TAOTS, it will be in 
another school. Parents will be notified. On the School Website there are tutorials in grade 
specific strategies for Math, number bonds, you can go to website 
higheducation.com/singaporemath/helping-your-child.php                                                 
Look on School website lots of sites to help your children. You can always reach out to 



staff if you have questions.          

23. Robert thanked parents for attending, meeting adjourned. 
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